This collection of essays starts from the assumption that: 'to speak of neurology *and* modernity is to describe a relationship of mutual constitution' (p. 1). 'Neurology' -- in the broad sense in which the word is deployed here -- is thus the product of the modern world. But doctrines of the nerves have also served to constitute the experience of the modern. Indeed, the editors maintain that: 'modernity can be thought of as being singularly neurological, determinedly nervous' (p. 2). The modern self, Salisbury and Shail contend in their introduction, has to a considerable degree defined itself in terms of the state of its nerves and, one might add, increasingly identified itself with the pinnacle of that system, the human brain. Neurology thus became: 'modernity's representative science of the body' (p. 33).

The thirteen papers explore various aspects of this 'symbiotic' relationship from a variety of viewpoints and with varied success. The contributions tend to be brief and to sketch out themes rather than to explore them in any depth. Some of the topics covered are familiar. Jane A. Thrailkill, however, succeeds in finding new aspects to the well-worn topic of railway spine and the incipient diagnostic category of traumatic neurosis. She sees the discourse that arose around these complaints as productive of a novel 'forensics of self' (p. 99). This was in turn, she argues, conducive to a new sense of personhood. Aura Satz provides a stimulating discussion of the relation of the identification of 'phantom limb syndrome' in the nineteenth century with the contemporary manifestations of other ethereal bodies in spiritualist séances. Both neurology and spiritualism, she asserts, challenged received notions of the extent and duration of the body. In her account of what aphasiology has to say about the subject of modernity, Laura Salisbury rightly focuses upon the centrality of the neurological reconfiguration of language in initiating a conception of the self as, not only embodied, but also embedded in a perceptual world where the distinction between consciousness and *res extensa* is effaced.

Overall, this volume is representative of the level of interest that currently exists in writing a cultural history of the nervous system -- an interest that is a reflection of the centrality of the 'neurological' in contemporary culture. The variety of approaches and materials that these essays draw upon gives an indication of how rich and challenging such a history will be.
